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Program Ideas for Alumni Chapters

[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the main opportunities of an Alumni Chapter is providing members with events and programs that enhance the lifelong experiences of Delta Chi. It can be easy to fall into the trap of doing the same programs time and time again, or to focus on only providing one or two events a year. It is possible to focus on a signature program, while still providing other opportunities for members to connect. In order maximize attendance and impact, take time to consider the following: 
· Get feedback: If you want your members to attend events, it is very helpful to ask them what they are interested in participating in. Their interests and insights can help drive participation and create a buy-in. 
· Plan Ahead: Your members lead busy lives. If you want them to take time to attend events, be sure to plan events well in advance so they can get dates on their calendars and plan accordingly. 
· Communicate Details: Communication is always a priority. Be sure that your sharing details and information with your members. Promote events through all communication channels, send reminders for RSVPs, provide timely updates on any changes or event details to keep guests informed. 
· Think of Your Guests: With Alumni Chapters, there is a strong likelihood that people attending your events go beyond just your members. They may be looking to bring significant others, partners, or family members. Planning events with these guests in mind can help encourage participation and make the Alumni Chapter more accessible to all alumni. 

Program Ideas 
Alumni Chapters offer a unique opportunity for members of Delta Chi to remain connected and engaged in the Brotherhood of a Lifetime. Understanding the needs and schedules of alumni members are a key element to hosting successful events. Here are a just a few options of event ideas that may be helpful to your alumni chapter: 
· Attend a concert or other live music event in the city. 
· Plan a family picnic/cookout that will cater not only to alumni members, but their partners and families as well. 
· Attend a sporting event in the community. Whether you’re in a major metropolitan area, a college town, or somewhere in-between, there are a variety of different events open to your alumni chapter. 
· Host an Alumni Ceremony, for those alumni members who haven’t yet participated. 
· Organize an event for a major volunteer day. This could include Delta Chi’s Week of service, Make a Difference Day, MLK Day of Service, Cesar Chavez Day of Service and Learning, etc. 
· Arrange a tour of a local business or non-profit where an alumnus member works.
· Host a monthly dinner for members as a way to provide regular programming, and interaction for members. 
· Attend a play or theatre performance. Whether it is a professional show, a college performance, or something hosted by local community members, it can be a fun and unique night out. 
· Partner with community-based organizations (Rotary, Lions Club, etc) on a networking or service event. 
· Participate in a local run/walk benefit that is happening in your community.
· Organize a Founders’ Day celebration. This can be a great way to gather members together and celebrate the Bond of Delta Chi. 
· Keep an eye out for unique festivals and community events in your area. These types of events typically happen once a year and provide distinctive experiences for your members. 
· Host a “recruitment event” once a year to connect with alumni that have moved to the area. 
· Organize an outdoor activity that appeals to a broad range of participants and abilities. From hikes to kickball to yard games, these events can promote a greater sense of connection.  
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